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ACTIVE VOIGE

Sentences in which the subject performs the action and the object receives it are said to be in the
active voice bovesentences-are-in-active-voice.

No‘f-@"‘ When the subject of the verb is the doer of the action, then it is said to be in active VOICC,~ <
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?\Xoumusuzau@»neticed‘some‘important~pmntsabout sentences in the active voice.
) Verbs are used in the active form. \bYy~ The action is expressed directly.
\,Qe)/ The emphasis is on the subject of the verb rather than the object.

PASSIVE VOICE |

Now, let us consider a sentence when the subject receives (is not the doer of) the action of the verb. Such

sentence is said to be in the passive voice.
\~"When the verb in a sentence shows that the subject is not the doer of the action, the sentence is in the |
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passive voice.
wLl-et-usre=write-the-aboveexamples.
\A3) The cake was cut by Rita. &bﬂ’ﬁ was eaten by the children. Msong was sung by them.
In each sentence, the subject (the cake/it/a song) is not the doer of the action. Hence, the sentences are in |
| passive voice.,
f\Lﬁ;GjWe generally express actions in the active voice\./

We prefer to use the passive voice when:
»” we do not know who has done the action
Examples : ¢z) My bag was stolen at the fair. (It is not clear who stole the bag.)
@59 The cyclist was hit by a racing truck. (It is not clear which truck hit him).
&) The announcement was heard. (It is not clear who made the announcement.)
\_ﬂ}?e action is more important than who did the action or what caused it
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AEEATURES -
\¢ Verbs which require a di bj their me
fl irect object to complete their meaning are called transitive verbs.
~Example : Nita found her mobile.
XN, Intransitive verbs do not require objects to complete their meaning.
/Examples : (a) Jagan is an engj i i
. gineer. (b) Johnis slecpmg,\/

! IMPORTANT EACTS [\

Tr?nsformatlon of sentences from the active to passive form can be easily done if a few points are kept in
ind. But we should always remémber thygentences with intransitive verbs (without an object) cannot be
- transformed into passive voice. \,// ) - )
P .
imple : Rita threw (the) ball.

verb object

| (This can be changed into passive voice.)
R . The ball was thrown by Rita.
1\~  Only those sentences in the active voice that have transitive verbs and therefore objects, can be changed
into the passive voice. L~
2" Puture continuous and perfect continuous tenses do not have passive forms. L~
" Ditransitive verbs can have two passive forms because they have two ob_ject\s./j(This is explained later in
the lesson in detail.)
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~FEATURES. =
While changing a sentence from the active to passivz voice, many points need to be kept in mind.
ir*  The object of the verb in the active voice becomes the subject in the passive voice.
Example : Rita cut the cake. (active)
The cake was cut by Rita. (passive)

\:: e The form of the verbs is changed in accordance with the tense.

It becomes be (‘is’, ‘are’, ‘was’, ‘were’) + the participle of the verb.

Example: The children ate it. (active)
It was eaten by the children.  (passive)

(Here ate is changed to was eaten.)

W\  The subject of the active voice is expressed as : by + agent in the passive voice.

Example : Theysanga song. (active)

A song was sung by them. (passive) \/
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